
                             
 
 
Press Release  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
      Monterey Bay Region Supports Those in Need with #CommunityCARES Campaign 
 
(April 9, 2020) - Marina, CA - During the COVID-19 crisis, community members have supported 
each other in ways big and small. The Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP) and the three 
Community Foundations in the Monterey Bay region have launched a new campaign called 
#CommunityCARES. The goal is to encourage residents who may not need all of their federal 
stimulus checks to donate what they can to one of three local COVID-19 Relief Funds to benefit 
those who need it most.  
 
Funds from the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act could be 
arriving as soon as this week. We can help ensure that no one in our region goes hungry, loses 
their housing, or goes without needed help. The need is big -- our neighbors are hurting from 
sudden job loss, salary reductions, and new responsibilities. Second Harvest in Santa Cruz County 
reports distributing about 250% more food so far this year. 
 
Where to Share  
Our three regional Community Foundations have made it easy to give where you live. The 
COVID-19 Relief Funds for Santa Cruz County, Monterey County, and San Benito County provide 
grants to nonprofits helping provide food, shelter, care, and other basic needs for those impacted 
most. All the funds stay local and help local people.  
 
“I’m one of the lucky ones that can still get by on my salary, so I’m committing half of my check to 
help local families who need it to make it through this.” – Debbie M. 
 
“We are filled with gratitude for the generosity and caring in our region”, said Community 
Foundation Santa Cruz County CEO Susan True. “It's easy to feel helpless amid uncertainty, but 
there are direct actions we can take now. In times like these, giving locally is especially critical. All 
three Community Foundations across the region embrace this chance to stand with you, and 
together, demonstrate how we can be our best selves during times of need.” 
 
“It’s been beautiful to see how our region has already supported each other in ways big and small,” 
said MBEP President and CEO Kate Roberts. “This new #CommunityCARES campaign builds on 
that sense of community to ‘pay it forward’ to help many in our region who are hurting. Thanks to 
the great work by our three Community Foundations, the mechanics are already in place with their 
COVID-19 Relief Funds.”  
 

https://www.cfscc.org/funds/covid-19-local-response-fund
https://www.cfmco.org/covid-19-relief-fund-created/
https://givesanbenito.org/


                             
 
 
 
COVID-19 Relief Funds: 
Community Foundation Santa Cruz County: 
https://www.cfscc.org/funds/covid-19-local-response-fund 
 
Community Foundation for Monterey County 
https://www.cfmco.org/CovidRelief 
 
San Benito County Community Foundation 
https://givesanbenito.org/ 
 

### 
 
About Monterey Bay Economic Partnership 
Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP) is a regional member-supported nonprofit organization 
consisting of public, private and civic entities located throughout the counties of Monterey, San Benito and 
Santa Cruz. Founded in 2015, our mission is to improve the economic health and quality of life in the region. 
 
About Community Foundation Santa Cruz County  
The Community Foundation Santa Cruz County (CFSCC) brings together people, ideas, and resources to 
inspire philanthropy and accomplish great things. 
 
About Community Foundation for Monterey County 
The Community Foundation for Monterey County (CFMC) is a design studio for philanthropy, working with 
hundreds of individuals, families and businesses to fulfill their philanthropic vision. We make grants to create 
healthy, safe, vibrant communities in Monterey County and beyond. 
 
About Community Foundation for San Benito County  
The Community Foundation for San Benito County (CFFSBC) is dedicated to building a stronger community 
and enhancing the quality of life in San Benito County through the support of philanthropic activities. 
 
 
 

MBEP Contact: Kate Roberts 
Ph. 831.915.2806 
kroberts@mbep.biz 

CFSCC Contact: Jenny Kurzwell 
Ph. 831.662.2032  
jkurzweil@cfscc.org 
 

CFMC Contact: Amanda Holder  
Ph. 831.375.9712 x123 
amandah@cfmco.org 
 
CFFSBC Contact: Tracy Taggart 
Ph. 831.630.1924 
ttaggart@givesanbenito.org 
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